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"August 17,1 and who had a lawyer's dislike for exceptional
laws and exceptional tribunals. The object of this tribunal
was the summary punishment of " contre-revolutionnaires," and
its formation is another proof of the influence which the state
of affairs on the frontiers had upon the measures of the
Convention. The excitement in Paris at Dumouriez' reverses
showed itself in a night riot, when the mob broke the printing
presses of Gorsas in the Rue Tiquetonne and of Condorcet in
the Rue Serpent, which was put down easily by Beurnonville,
the Minister of War, and the Breton deputy Kervelegan.

A committee was appointed to draw up the constitution
of the proposed tribunal, but before the report was presented
Danton defined his position in a speech which is perhaps the
most characteristic of any of his which have been reported.
In it his political principles are manifested, and it is worth
quoting at some length. " I put on one side," he said, " all
passions; they are strangers to my consideration of the public
weal. In circumstances more difficult than those in which we
now find ourselves, when the enemy was at the gates of Paris,
I said to those who were then our rulers, ' Your discussions
' arc contemptible I know only one enemy; let us beat the
'foreign foe. You fatigue me with your perpetual quarrels,
'instead of occupying yourselves with the safety of the
' Republic. I put you all on the same line, and class you all as
(traitors to the Republic' I said to them, ' What matters my
'reputation? May France be free and my name for ever
c sullied. I have submitted to be called a drinker of blood.
' Well, if we must drink blood, let us drink that of the enemies
' of humanity. Let us fight; let us conquer our liberty.'
Expend your energies in every direction. Let the rich listen
to my words Our conquests must pay our debts, or else tho
i ich will have to pay them before long. The situation is a
cruel one. Papor money no longer passes at par in circulation.
The day's labour of the workman cannot be paid in money.
We must break out of this situation by a great effort. Let
us conquer Holland. Let us reanimate the republican party
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